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Tolerance in Imam Moussa Sadr’s Thought

All grace and thanks be to God Almighty and may peace be upon all Prophets and
Messengers .

Dearly beloved Ladies and Gentlemen

We often come across words with regulatory role in one’s behavior and manners,
talk about their implications, and we offer definitions that may or may not be
acceptable; the practice of the meaning of tolerance and making it a tool for good
communication between human groups away from theoretical side of the phrase
via images recollection of Imam Moussa Sadr’s leading-by-example path of
tolerance .

First Image:

Since his arrival in Lebanon, Imam Sadr took upon himself the message of opening
up to others, accepting them and feeling their pain. He found that the Lebanese
environment is fertile with diverse sects and multiple spectrums, which makes
them worthy of the civilized experience. However, the success of this experiment
depended on coexistence and tolerance among the Lebanese, Muslims and
Christians. "Lebanon has known tolerance and co-existence of Muslims and
Christians from an old age ," based on its deep belief that "tolerance is a religious
duty addressed by all religions".

With this absolute belief in Lebanon’s ability and its people to rise above ancient
grudges and hatred, Imam Sadr initiated communication in a mass held in Tyre for
His Holiness Pope John XXIIl, where he spoke of the "Peace on Earth"; a



document issued by His Holiness, amplification the importance of religion in
consolidating stability and peace "We in Lebanon ought to benefit from love and
tolerance as a prayer and tribute to the spirit of His Holiness Pope John XXIII ".

We, therefore, find a more lively interpretation of Imam Sadr's tolerance, namely,
to elevate the power of fraternity in one nation through love and tolerance. Our
world today seems to need a language that elevates man, a language that brings
back humanity to man, as violence; intolerance and racism have overwhelmed
communities and dispersed his people. Thus, tolerance in Imam Sadr’s speech
came in different terms, which meant building a national balance that brings
together and raises strong society.

Second Image:

After waves of revenge expansion in Lebanon, which even included innocent
people, Imam Sadr led a campaign against that practice and its followers and on
June 15, 1975 he made a reconciliation between two families to put an end to
bloodshed, "the first purpose of the divine messages to promote peace in the
land and lead human beings from darkness to illumination. " Imam Sadr explained
the meaning of this exit as "out of the darkness of ignorance, poverty, disease,
underdevelopment, dirt, laziness, injustice, transgression and all kinds of
darkness. " For peace is built on purity of heart and mind, and rejection of hatred-
based corruption, which leads to "the enlightenment of science, well-being,
health, progress, cleanliness, progress, justice, equality and all kinds of
illumination ... if we caught all that, we would realize that the basis for every
endeavor and progress in the fields of religion, society and science is setting the
ground ” such that "no good may ever result when splitting communities. "
Therefore, tolerance and reconciliation are two words that often spoken about in
Imam Sadr’s vocabulary to provide a climate of security, peace and unity.

Third Image:

On June 28, 1975, Imam Moussa Sadr bid farewell to his family and took
sanctuary at the house of God as war factions desecrated the country with their
wars. Imam Sadr went on a hunger strike, prayed, and continuously maintained



non-violence behavior as a mean to awaken some consciousness and reminded
that our country is a trusteeship: “if this move were to be successful, then it will
mark the beginning of a new chapter in Lebanese history for its citizens have had
enough of the sound of bullets and brutality of violence used against their fellow
countrymen. The beginning of a chapter is the predominance of and control over
force, and the return to human honor and human mercy. ” He did not favor
violence as a reaction, but chose hunger strike. He was well aware that anger and
prejudice were not the solution. He had an absolute conviction that the
nonviolence is mightier than the weapons, and that faith had its effect and
consequences on it and on its surroundings.

Conclusion:

It is the culture of non-violence, peaceful confrontation, constructive initiative
that establishes a discourse that discards differences and is replaced by mercy
and compassion. Imam Sadr went even further as to put himself and the Lebanese
people in front of "our historical great responsibility to our homeland, to history
and to generations to let go of harm, roll up our sleeves and to preserve our
homeland each in accordance with their capabilities”

Hence, Imam Sadr's tolerance would not be merely considered as a word or a
phrase, rather, a lofty value with broad dimensions and horizons, such that its
effectiveness has already been realized and its ability to create a living will that
strengthens the bonds of the Lebanese also: “Lebanon itself is a country of
tolerance and multi-sectarianism ... turns crises to a new force to strengthen its
existence” .

These three images indicate that Imam Sadr was in motion in his life motivated by
a charge of tolerance, mercy and compassion. His humane experience of
openness, dialogue and coexistence is a solid proof of that; tolerance cannot be
made possible without acceptance and sublimation.

| cannot find a better conclusion statement but what Imam Sadr said: “we want to
live together as Muslim and Christian citizens, whatever happened in the near or
distant past, and regardless of any blood and destruction. What happened was



neither our work nor the result of our actions. We renounce such actions and
insist on co-existence as a unified nation that harmoniously lives together with

our values and our civilized mission ”

Thank you



